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REMARKS 

Claims 1-6, 8-28, 30-37, and 40-49 are pending after entry of this Amendment. In the 
final Offiee-action dated August 20, 2002, the Examiner indicated allowability of claims 9, 10, 



Claims 1, 6, 8-10, 12, 14-21, 26-28, 31, 33-37, and 40 are amended. The claim 
amendments do not raise issues of new matter. Support for the claim amendments may be found 
in the specification. 



New dependent claims 4-49 ari s added. The new claims do not raise issues of new 
matter. Support for thjeadded claims may be found in the specification. The new claims depend 
fiom allowable claims and recite additional elements, and are therefore patentable over (he prior 
art of record. 
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CONCLUSION 

All pending claims are now in condition for allowance. Entry of this response and the 
issuance of a notice to that effect is respectfully requested. A petition and fee for a one-month 
extension of time is included. A fee for additional claims is also included. No other fee is 
believed necessary for entry of this paper. If necessary for the entry of this Amendment, the 
Commissioner is authorized to credit any overpayment or charge any deficit to our Deposit 
Account No. 06-0029 and is requested to notify us of the same. 

Attached hereto is a marked-up version of the claims reflecting changes made by the 
present Amendment. The attachment is captioned "VERSION WITH MARKINGS TO SHOW 
CHANGES MADE." Attached hereto is also a clean version of all pending claims (including 
changes made by the present Amendment), for the convenience of the Examiner. The attachment 
is captioned "PENDING CLAIMS." 

Respectfully Submitted, 
MARTYN LOTT et al. 

By: , 

Sean B. Mahoney, #51,984 
FAEGRE & BENSON LLP 
2200 Wells Fargo Center 
90 South Seventh Street 
Minneapolis, MN 55402-3901 
6 J 2/766-6845 

Dated: December ,2002 

M2-.20il0880.01 
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VERSION WITH MARKINGS TO SHOW CHANGES MADE 

1. (Three times amended) A method of treating p roviding a precursor , the precursor 
comprising a substrate and w hich compri s es an imageable coating on the substrate, the 
ima pftahle coating comprising a polymeric composition on a substrat e, whefeia-the 
method com prising the «te p of heat-treating th e precursOT wi upi i s oa a heat treatment step 
applied to the p iuc uix n' , Hie heat troot mnn t rtop M irin g pln r p u nder conditions which 
inhibit the removal ^^ni^lfam substantially the entire surface area of the imageable 
nnfltin ^iMoouraor during the heat treatment , wherein heat-treating includes holding the 
precursor is hold at a _an elevat e d temperature of about n 40° C.or-aboKeibr-aUeast 12 
hour s in the hoat treatment . , 2 

6. (Amended) The method of claim 3, wherein the glass transition temperature of the 
pnlvmeric composition e eatiag-is not exceeded during heat-treatin g of the precursor m 
tho heat treatment . 

8. (Amended) The method of claim i>, whwrin tfgjtep of : n^n^inTinclu<ielpMdjn^ 
the precursor is4ieW-at a an olovatod t emperature in the rangejSjj^for at least 12 
hours during the hoat treatment . 

9. (Three times amended) A method of treating p roviding a precursor in a precursor coil, the 
precursor com prisin g a substrate and w hich comprises an imageable coating onthe 
substrate, the ima geable coating c omprising a polymeric composition on a substrate, 
wherem-the method com prising the sten of heat-ttft srin p the precursor coil comprises a 
hoat troatmont otep applied to th e procurgor, the hoat troatmont step taking place u nder 
conditions which inhibit the removal of moisture from the precurso r during the hoot 
tfeat mont, whoroin th e m e thod is appli e d to a precursor coil. 

1 0. (Three times amended) A method of fa^ting jroviding a precursor jn a stack of 
precursors, the precursor comprising a substrate and w hich compri s es a n imageable 
coating on the substrate, the imageable coating comprising a polymeric composition e«-a 
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substrate, wte«aa-the method apprising the step of heat-treatinf the stack of precursors 
b U inp i iJQD a heat treatment step applied to tho precursor, tho h e at tr e atinont atop taking 
ptese-under conditions which inhibitthe removal of moisture from the precursor-curing 
mc hoat treatment, wherein the method io applied to a stack comprises . s f-at least 100 
such precursors. 

2. (Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein the step of heat-treating is carried out 
removal of moisture {3 inhibited by carrying out of tho hoat treatment .in an environment 

Wi« s . ii-i«giwnii5iii^^ moisture content . 

{ - ' " ■ 

14. (Amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein the imageable said-coatingis such that it 
may be patternwise imaged by dkectheat; or by indirect heat from.charged particle 
rad iation or eleclrom a^etic^diatio n, hi t h o to ll er casoa said radiation being converted to 
heat by t he coatin g. 

15. (Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein the imageable coating comprises a radiation- 
absorbing compound able to absorb electromagnetic radiation entirely or predominantly 
in die range 600 to 1400 nm and convert it to heat. 

16. (Twice amended) The method of claim 1 wherein the imageable coating comprises 
insolubilizer means which acts to inhibit the dissolution of the coating in a developer 
prior to imaging. 

17. (Twice amended) A method for providing a printing form precursor, comprising: (a) 
providing on a substrate a n imageable coating comprising a polymeric composition-ea-a 
substrate; and (b) heat-treating the imageable coating a pplying a hoat treatment otop to 
tho proouroor, tho hoat treatment otop talcing plac e- u nder conditions which inhibit the 
removal of moisture from substantially t he entire surface area of the ima geable coating; 
to provide the printing form p recursor during hoat treatm e nt . 

1 8. (Amended) A method for providing an electronic part precursor, comprising: (a) 
providing on a substrate an imageable coating comprising a polymeric composition en-a 
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c u b rtrat c; and (b) heat-treating the imapeahle coating duulviuu a heat trontmont try to 
tho precursor, tho heat treatment atop t cilrin C pln r^ under conditions which inhibit the 
removal of moisture from substantial t he entire surface area of the imageable coating; 
to provide the electronic part p recursor during hoat treatment 

19. (Amended) A positive working lithographic printing form precursor produced by a 
method comprising: (a) providing ™ * substrate a positive working ^imageable coating 
comprising a polymeric composition on a subotrat e; and (b) heat-treating, the imageable 
coating t meWmg- a hoat troatmont stop to tho procuroor, the hoat treatment step t nlfin e 
plaeeHinder conditions which inhibit the removal of moisture from substantially t he enjije 
crf*^ are, nf the, imageabl e roaring to prov ide the printing form precursor duf«rbeat 
t r e atm e nt . 

20. (Amended) An electronic part precursor produced by a method comprising: (a) providing 
on a substrate an imageable coating comprising a polymeric composition e n a substra t e ; 
and (b) w-treating the imageahle-coating u u plving a hoot troatmont atop to the 
precursor, the heat treatment stop tnlring plunder conditions which inhibit the removal 
of moisture from substantially t he entire surface area of the imageable coating; to provide 
the fJertrofflc part precursor B F CCur s or during hoat troatmont . 

2 1 . (Amended) A method for ef producing an imaged article, comprising: 

(a) providing a precursor having an imageable coating on a substrate, the 
ima geable coating includins Lw hiob oompris e s a polymeric composition^ on a substrate, 

fr) w-tresitin fr the precursor, wherein hoat troatmont has b e en applied t o t h * 
pfewfsef-such that the removal of moisture from substantially the entire surface area of 
thP imfl geflMe coating p rooureur during heat-treating tho hoat treatmen t-is inhibited; 

(c) fbf imagewise exposing the coating; and 

(d) ^-contacting the exposed coating with an aqueous develope r, to produce the 
imaped article. 
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26. (Amended) The method of claim 23, wherein the glass transition temperature of the 
polymeric composition e eafiag-is not exceeded in the heat treatment. 

27. (Amended) The method of claim 10, wherein the step of heat-treating includes holding 
the stack of precursors p recursor io h e ld at aaa elevat e d - t emperatur e of about 40° Co r 
above, for at least 12 hour s in the heat treatment . 

28. (Amended) The method of claim 10.24, wherein the step of heat-treating includes holding 
thft stack of precursors & e prccaroor io hold- at a _on olovatod -temperature in the range 40- 
90° C during the hoot tr e atm e nt . 

31 . (Amended) The method of claim 10, wherein the step of heat-treating is carried out 
removal of moisturo io inhibited by carrying out of the hoat treatmen t in an environment 
having a relative humidity of at least about 25% e le vated moisture content . 

33. (Amended) The method of claim 10, wherein the imaeeable said^oating is such that it 
may be patternwise imaged by direct heat; or by indirect heat from.charged particle 
radiation or electromagnetic radiatio n, in the latter cas e s said radiation boing converted to 
heat by the coating. 

34. (Amended) The method of claim 10, wherein the imageablc coating comprises a 
radiation-absorbing compound able to absorb electromagnetic radiation entirely or 
predominantly in the range 600 to 1400 nm and convert it to heat. 

35. (Amended) The method of claim 10 wherein the imaeeable coating comprises 
insolubilizer means which acts to inhibit the dissolution of the coating in a developer 
prior to imaging. 

36. (Amended) The method of claim 10. wher ein the nrecursor is A method for providing a 
printing form precurso r, oompriaing: (a) prodding o n i mng oablc coating coropriaing a 
porymorio composition on a oubstrato; and (b) applying a heat troatmont atop to th e 
piu air : or, the h o ot t rc nt mnnt itfip tnlring fin*" nnAnr ™ Wftitinn " which inhibit the removal 
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of moisture from the precursor during hoot treatm e nt, wherein th e method in appli e d to a 
stack of at least 1QO pr e cursors . 

37. (Amended) The method of claim 10, wherein the precursor is A mothod for providing an 
electronic part precurso r, compri s ing: (a) providing an imag e abl e coating comprising a 
polymeric composition on a substrate; and (b) applying a heat treatment otop to the 
precursor, tho heat tr e atment step taking place under conditions which inhibit the removal 
ef s aoisturc from the pr e cur s or during heat tr e atm e nt, wherein th e method i s applied to a 
st ack of at least 100 pr e cursors . 

40. (Amended) A method for ^producing an imaged article* comprising: 

(a) providing a precursor having an imageable coating on a substr ate, the 
ima geable coating comprising w hich comprises a polymeric composition; on a substrate, 

fb) heat-treating the pr^nrenr among a stack of at least 1 0 0 such precursors, 
wherein heat treatment has been appli e d to tho precursor s uch that the removal of 
moisture from the precursor during th e heat treatm e a t- t s inhibited; 

(b) imagewise exposing the imageable coating: and 

(c) contacting the exposed imageable coating with an aqueous developer, to 
produce the imaged article w her e in th e mothod is applied to a otack of at l e ast 100 
precursors . 
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